
As the sun stretched out on the 
prairie, deep in the grasslands 
across Chautauqua County, 
a herd of abandoned horses 
resigned to scratch out whatever 
sustenance they could in order 
to survive another day. Day after 
day, the group wandered around 
their enclosure, trapped behind 
wire with no food, little water and 
exposed to the elements with no 
one to care after them.

The herd was more than just a group 
of horses. They had become a family. 
Made up of an older mare, a stallion, 

two juveniles and an expectant mother 
with a baby due in spring. They had 

bonded together over time in the midst 
of starvation, isolation and neglect.

It’s always darkest before the 
dawn and for these fortunate five 
no truer words have ever been said.
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Each day, their needs are being assessed 
so that they may be matched up with 
a loving forever home. Each has a 
promising future. The elders have found 
peace and security. The younger ones 
are receiving training to become the 
companion animals they were born to be.  

Best of all, their little ‘plus one’ will 
be born into a world of hope instead 

of a world of hunger.

As the grasses dwindled 
and winter grew nearer the 
community that surrounded 
the herd began to take 
notice. Realizing these horses 
had been abandoned, they 
came together, bringing in 
fresh water and hay to keep 
them alive long enough for 
county authorities to get the 
“rescue” process underway. 
Together the community, 
authorities and volunteers 
worked to bring the herd 
to Rainbow Meadows. 
Now, mornings begin with 
nourishing meals and a safe 
pasture to roam.  The herd 
has met new people and 
received medical care. 
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The herd, dubbed the ‘Fortunate Five, plus one’, 
could never have hoped for this happy ending 
if it weren’t for the brave action of the residents 
of Chautauqua county but these horses need so 
much more. 

They weathered the storm 
and with the community’s 

help they found the 
rainbow on the other side, 
but their journey has just 

begun. The long road 
ahead leads to recovery, 
building trust and loving 
relationships and with a 
little luck, a forever home 

to call their own.

They and the other horses at the rescue require 
the care and generosity that only the heartland 
can provide. These horses need volunteers, 
they need foster families, and they need people 
to care. 

Donate. Adopt. Volunteer.


